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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Customer Window 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany'Street 

Alexandria, V A 223 14 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of the foreign and 
literature references listed on Form PTO-1449 is attached. 

Form PTO-1449 includes references cited in the accompanying International Search 
Report issued in connection with the International application from which the present application 
is based. U.S. Publn. 2004/0077715 is the English-language equivalent of WO 02/058664 cited 
in the International Search Report. The Patent Abstract of each of JP 59-033207 and 56-007710 
is the equivalent of Japanese Patents Nos. 60/010005 and 61-60801, respectively, discussed at 
page 2 of the specification. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 1.104(a) 
and 1.106(b) concerning the PTO duty to consider and use any such information. It is 
respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 




application, and that this reference be made of record therein and appear among the "References 
Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Harold H. Fox 
Registration No. 41,498 

STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 
1330 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Tel: 202-429-3000 
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